ABSTRACT . A new species of Sorocea A. SaintHilaire, S. carautana M. D. M. Vianna, Carrijo & Romaniuc (Moraceae s. str.), was discovered in the hills of southern Rio de Janeiro in the vicinity of Paraty. The new species resembles S. hilarii Gaudichaud by the similar shape of the leaves, but is clearly distinguished by its longer pistillate pedicel. This new species is endemic to the Atlantic Forest and is threatened due to its restricted geographic area of occurrence.
Sorocea A. Saint-Hilaire is an exclusively Neotropical genus, and its range extends from Argentina to Mexico. The genus contains around 25 species (Romaniuc Neto, 1998) and is principally characterized by dioecious trees or shrubs. Recent treatments of Sorocea have been offered by Burger et al. (1962) , Romaniuc Neto (1998 , 1999 ), and Berg (2001 . This last author recognized a species group comprising taxa with a spinulose dentate leaf margin as somewhat distinct from the rest of the genus. The new species belongs to this complex, and its characters are described and illustrated here. Shrub or tree, 7-10 m tall, bark smooth, gray to brownish; leafy twigs 1-4 mm diam., sparsely puberulent or glabrous, striate; lenticels conspicuous; leaf scars plane. Leaf lamina oblong to lanceolate, 8.7-12.5 3 2.2-3 cm, slightly unequal, coriaceous, discolorous, apex caudate, acumen not spinulose, base asymmetric, acute to obtuse, margin usually entire, sometimes with few spines; adaxial blade surface glabrous, shiny, abaxial surface sparsely puberulent, opaque; leaf venation brochidodromous, impressed on the midrib adaxially, prominent abaxially, lateral veins in 8 to 13 pairs, tertiary venation mostly reticulate; petiole 5-8 3 0.7-1.5 mm, puberulent; stipules 2-4 mm, puberulent to glabrous, caducous. Staminate inflorescences unknown. Pistillate inflorescences racemose, 10 to 13 flowers per inflorescence, 5.5-8.5 cm, rachis puberulent, carnose; peduncle 3.5-4.5 cm, puberulent. Pistillate flowers 1.2-1.5 mm, upper perianth with a cupuliform ring, sparsely hispidulous, the lower portion mostly densely hispidulous; stigma bifurcate, finely papillate; pedicel 1-1.2 cm, sparsely puberulent to hispidulous, swollen and red in fruit. Fruiting perianth ovoid, 0.5-1 cm, surface smooth, sparsely puberulent, red to black; pedicel elongating to 1.7-3.2 cm, sparsely puberulent to almost glabrous. de Janeiro State, where the population is sparsely distributed in the undergrowth of humid forest.
Etymology. The specific epithet carautana was chosen to honor Pedro Carauta, who first recognized this species as possibly new.
Discussion. Sorocea carautana belongs to Sorocea subgen. Sorocea based on the long internodes in the leaf stems, plane leaf scars, inconspicuous axillary buds, distinctly racemose inflorescences (or spicate elsewhere in the subgenus), and bracts that range from subcoriaceous to coriaceous. The new species resembles S. hilarii Gaudichaud by the similar shape of the leaves, but is clearly distinguished by the fruiting perianth pedicel length (1.7-3.2 cm vs. to 1.2 cm in S. hilarii).
Additional field data show that Sorocea carautana has smooth bark, a discolorous leaf blade, reddish pistillate peduncles, and nigrescent fruiting perianths. These observations are supported from field data on labels.
